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KUFM GIVES LISTENERS A CHOICE




Radio listeners in western Montana have an alternative to commercial radio.
They can listen to KUFM, a National Public Radio (NPR) affiliate broadcasting 
from the University of Montana in Missoula.
Because it is a public station funded by donations and grants, KUFM doesn't 
depend on advertising to support its programming. As a result, it can carry 
programs like opera or poetry reading that cater to the interests of a small 
audience. According to Greg MacDonald, station manager, such programs "wouldn't 
survive in a commercial market."
KUFM has access to NPR programs like "All Things Considered," but most of its 
programming is locally produced. MacDonald said he and his seven-member staff 
view KUFM's programming as "a whole series of alternatives" to commercial radio, 
and they try to carry programs that a commerical station "just couldn't do."
KUFM plays jazz, classical and folk music. It also offers radio theater 
("Sherlock Homes" and "Star Wars" are past examples), lecture series, children's 
programs and news reports.
Station manager MacDonald also teaches courses in the journalism school's 
radio-television department, chaired by Philip J. Hess.
Hess says some 25 or 30 radio-television majors gain practical experience 
each quarter through their involvement in the production of KUFM programs.
(over)
KUFM radio— add one
’ The station's professional staff consists of William Marcus, producer and 
director; Jace Laakso, production assistant; Charles Lubrecht, technical director, 
Terry Conrad, program and music director; Sally Mauk, acting news director; Susan 
Back, assistant news director; and Jyl Hoyt, news director on leave.
KUFM began in 1965 as a 10-watt, part-time training facility for radio-television 
students and became an NPR affiliate in 1973. It now operates at 14.3 kilowatts and 
has translators near Butte and Helena. Because the mountains blocked the regular 
FM signal, which can only travel in a straight line, a third translator was built 
to serve people in the Rattlesnake Canyon near Missoula.
About 225,000 residents in Butte, Helena and Missoula can tune in to KUFM. The 
number will increase sometime this spring when a microwave station designed to relay 
the signal to Great Falls is completed.
The next major change for the station will be moving across campus to the 
new Performing Arts/Radio-Television Center. MacDonald said the move should take 
place sometime this summer. He said the new facilities will include three studios 
that are acoustically designed for professional music recording.
MacDonald said KUFM's new quarters will be better designed as a radio station. 
The rooms that are now the station's offices and studios were remodeled from an 
old museum and a lecture hall, he explained. He said some of th§ rooms are larger 
than they need to be, so a lot of space is wasted.
KUFM is on the third floor of the UM Journalism Building. It^has a master 
control studio from which the staff sends out the programs and two production 
studios, one for news a-nd the other for radio-television classes.
KUFM broadcasts daily from 6 a.m. to 2 a.m., but MacDonald said that a 
broadcasting student will sometimes come in to play music between 2 a.m. and 6 a.m.
He added that he hopes "sooner or later" to expand to regular 24-hour programming.
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